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Growing health sector will create johs
over 7,000 in health management

AMRITSAR: The growing
health care sector in In-
dia will require 1,00,000
health management pro-
tessionals, inboth private
and public health sectors
by 2020. Punjab alone will
need over 7,000 hospital
management fession-
als b;gzﬂz[}, agr-:gtﬂin.g to
India’s leading health care
management and research
institute, International In-
stitute of Health Manage-
ment Research, New Delhi,
THMRE Delhi.

This surge in the health
sector will in turn boost the
Indian private health care
industry which is expect-
ed mtry w from argflcnd
US$40 billion to $280 bil-
lion in the next five years.
From estimated 5,000
private hospitals in India,
barring small and medium
clinics, about 9 per cent are
located in Punjab.

Dr A K Kholthar, Di-
rector of [IHMR Delhi,
said, “According to WHO
guidelines, nearly 80 coun-
tries are working towards
Universal Health Cover-
age (UHC) including India
and China, which are the
most populated countries.
Compared to 3 per cent of
GDP spent on healthcarein

China, India is just spend-
ing 1.2 per cent of its GDP
omn healthecare. And, Pun-
jabspends merely 0.46 per
cent of GDP which is even
lesser than national spent.
This spent is expected to
be at least 1.8 per cent in
Punjab and 3 per cent for
the whole country by 2022,
With this positive step, the
er capita spending health
in Punjab may reach Rs 953
by 2019-20 with an esti-
mated 40 per cent share of
state and 60 per cent share
of Central governments ac-
cording to the report.”
At present, there is a
dearth of 1,000 to 1,500
health management pro-
fessionals in Punjab. With
the changing scenario in

the health sector, the need
for qualified health care
professionals will only
increase.

He said that there are
around 1.1 trained doctors
in Punjabagainst per 1,000

population, compared to
the World Health Orga-
nization (WHQ) recom-
mended guideline of 2.5
r 1,000 wlation.

PEDr Khdcll?:}?furt heradd-
ed, " In Punjab, most hos-
pitals are plagued with the
problem of vacant posts of
medical, paramedical and
support staff. The vacancy

ition rangesfrom 26 per
cent (general dn-ctors} to 38
per cent (specialists), and
31 percent posts were lying
vacant for nurses.”  DP
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By 2020, Punjab will need 7,000
medical professionals: Expert

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, OCTOBER 15
“Punjab alone will need
over 7.000 hospital manage-
ment professionals by
2020," according to Dr AK
Ehokhar, Director, Interna-
fional Institute of Health
Management Research
(ITHMR), New Dethi.

Addressing mediapersons
here today, Dr Khokhar said
the growing health care sec-
tor in India would require
100,000 health manage-
ment professionals in both
private and public health
sectors by 2020,

Surge will boost
heaith care industry
Dr Ehokhar said, “This
surge will in turn boost the
Indian private health care
industry, which is expected
to grow from around TS 840
billion to 8280 hillion in the
next five vears. From the
estimated 5.000 private hos-
pitals in India, barring
small and medium elinkes,
around 9 per cent are locat-
ed in Punjab.”

“As per the WHO puide-
lines, nearly 80 countries
are working towards uni-

AMRITSAR Tribune
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IIHMR director, Dr AKX Khokhar {right), addresses mediapersons
in Amritsar on Thursday. PHOTO: RE S0MI

versal health coverage
{(THC), including India and
China, which are the most
populated countries. Com-
pared to the three per cent
of the GDP spent on
healtheare in China, India
is just spending 1.2 per
cent of its GDP on health-
care.” added Dr Ehokhar,

GDP component of health
care spending will rise
Punjab spends merely 0.46
percent of the GDE, whichis
even less than the national
spending. The minimum
amount expected to be
spent on health care by 2022

will be atleast 1.8 per centof
the GDP in Punjab and
three per cent for the whole
country, With this positive
step, the per capita spend-
ing on health in Punjab may
reach Es 953 crore by 2019-
20 with an estimated 40 per
cent share of state and 60
per cent of central povern-
ments as per the report.

One doctor per

1,000 persons

At present, there is a dearth
of 1,000 to 1300 health man-
agement professionals in
Punjab, And, with the
changing scenario in the
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health sector, the need for
gqualified health care profes-
sionals will only increase,
There are around 1.1
trained doctors in Punjab
per 1000 persons, com-
pared to the World Health
Organisation (WHO) recom-
mended guideline of 2.5 per
1,000 persons.

Posts lying vacant

in hospitals

Dr Khokhar adds, “In
Punjab, most hospitals are
plagued with the problem
of vacanl posts of medical,
paramedical and support
staff, The wvacancy posi-
tion ranges from 26 per
cent (general doctors) to
38 per cent (specialists),
besides 31 per cent posts
of nurses,”

He said, “At least 12 per
cent posts for paramedics
involving pharmacists, lab
technicians, radiographers
amd operation theatre tech-
nician are also lyving vacant,
Looking all these chal-
lenges in the healthcare
sector, we at [THMR foresee
that over T.000 hospital
management professionals
will be needed by 2020 to
meet this growing gap.”
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